
B 
asement moisture problems 

are one of the most common 

challenges in residential 

construction and remodeling. It's not 

uncommon that these issues lead to 

structural damage, health concerns, and 

costly repairs for homeowners. Today, 

these below-grade spaces are often 

expanded living spaces and are utilized 

in very different ways than they were 

decades ago. 

Nick DiCello, owner of Ohio 

State Waterproofing, with almost five 

decades in the industry, has seen it all. 

DiCello understands that "much has 

changed in the way homeowners view 

their basements in the last 50 years. In 

today's market, buyers are looking for 

homes that are move-in ready and free of 

major issues. A waterproofed basement 

increases home market value by an 

average of 30%, enhancing the property's 

appeal to potential buyers:' 

Di Cello continues, "For 

homeowners, investing in basement 

waterproofing not only means an 

expanding living space, but also a way 

to reduce future costs related to water 

damage, such as foundation repairs, 

mold remediation, and replacement of 
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damaged belongings:' 

For contractors, managing moisture 

in basements is a crucial aspect of 

building design, renovation, and 

long-term maintenance. This article 

provides a detailed overview of moisture 

management strategies, from identifying 

moisture sources to implementing 

effective solutions and offering increased 

value to customers. 

Identifying The Source 
Moisture intrusion in basements 

can occur through several pathways. It's 

essential to not only identify the sources 

of moisture but also the various states of 

matter in which water exists in order to 

better design and implement effective 

solutions. Andre Lacroix, vice president 

ofEZ Breathe Ventilation Systems, points 

out "The industry is changing, more 

waterproofing contractors recognize 

the need to address moisture in all its 

forms in order to offer a comprehensive 

waterproofing solution:' The main 

sources of moisture for a home include: 

1. Groundwater Seepage: Water from

the surrounding soil is one of the

most common causes of basement

moisture. Water from rainwater or

groundwater seeps through cracks, 

porous concrete, or poorly sealed 

joints in the foundation in its liquid 

state of matter. 

2. Condensation: Basements are sub­

terranean environments surrounded

by cool, moist soil. When the

basement air meets the foundation

walls there is often a temperature

variation that causes condensation.

This water, moisture in liquid form,

can also occur in other areas where

warm meets cool besides the concrete

walls like on the metal pipes, duct

work, hot water tanks, etc., leading to

dampness, rust, and potential mold

growth.

3. Plumbing Leaks: Leaking pipes,

whether from the HVAC system,

plumbing fixtures, or the washing

machine, can introduce unwanted

moisture into the basement

environment that can be both

liquid water from leaks and water

in its gaseous, vapor form due to

evaporation.

4. Humidity: Basements, by their very

nature, experience higher humidity

or water vapor, due to their location

below the ground. This water








	Moisture Management.cover
	Moisture Management.pg2
	Moisture Management.pg3
	Moisture Management.pg4

